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History  of  Company  B. 


In  May,  1881,  Company  B,  27th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  Vol.,  was  organ- 
ized in  Lyons,  and  left  for  Etmira;  where  if  arrived,  and  took  quar- 
ters in  a  Baptist  Church,  until  the  Government  could  rind  other  ac- 
commodations. {That  just  suited  the  boys.)  The  Company  was 
composed  of  officers  as  follows:  Captain — A.  D.  Adams;  First  Lieut. 
— IIexuv  It.  W'friTE;  Seeond  Lieut. — Wiiijam  IL  Swan;  Orderly 
Sergeant — &  W.  Goodrich;  Second  Sergt. — Robert  E.  Holmes 
Third  Sergt. — Crosby  Hopkins ;  Fourth  Sergt — Chas.  Siikr.uan; 
Fifth  Sergt.  Wx  C.  Bkldkn;  Corporals- -First,  Wm.  Booker;  Sec- 
ond, John  I).  McYicar;  Third,  James  Skedxee*;  Fourth,  Geo.  3L 
Beldex;  Fifth,  Joseph  Skavey;  Sixth,  Jas.  C.  Bourse;  Seventh, 
AV'n.LiAM  Suvttuck;  Eighth,  A.  YanAmeuug.  After  staying  at 
Elmira  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  drilling  every  day,  (meanwhile 
boar  ling  at  a  hotel — which  none  of  the  boys  disliked,)  the  Regiment 
was  at  last  filled  to  its  quota  of  men.  and  was  organized  into  a  Regi- 
mcnt  by  (Ten.  Van  Valkexburou,  with  the  following  Field  Officers: 
Colonel — IIkniiy  W.  Seocuh;  Lieut.  Col. — Joseph  J.  Chambers? 
Major— Jos.  J.  BaktletT.  Special  orders  confirmed  this  election, 
accepted  the  Regiment,  and  numbered  it.  Company  I,  was  mustered 
into  the  service  ot'  the  United  Sia'  is,  July  !)th.  Tin-  remaining  Oom- 
panies,  Field  and  Staff  Officers,  July  10th.  The  muster,  however, 
was  for  two  years,  from  May  '-21s'.  ISG1. 

While  at  Elmira,  Private  1).  of  our  Company,  one  of  our  best  boys, 
happened  to  gnl  in  a  little  too  much  la  ;er,  (which  was  the  ease  with  a 
great  many  others,)  and  was  bound  to  havu  a  good  time.  Col.  T.,  of 
the  33d  Regiment,  passing  to  the  city  from  camp,  eame  upon  Private 
D,  and  seeing  him  a  little  out  of  the  way,  ordered  him  arrested  and 
confined  in  the  guard-house  o<  the  53d.  Meantime  Company  B  cot 
hold  of  the  matter,  and  wand  was  sent  Cel.  T.  for  his  release,  but  no 
definite  answer  was  returned.  The  boys,  however,  wen  bound  to 
have  him  out  at  any  cost.  The  officers  talked  to  the  men,  and  they 
were  quieted  for  a  time;  but  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
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war  broke  loose,  the  long  roll  beat  to  fall  in,  the  boys  sliding  out  of 
their  bunks  one  over  the  other,  ami  in  a  short  space  of  time  a  line  of 
battle  jvas  fanned  by  the  whole  Regiment.  Musket.-  were  loaded, 
revolvers  and  bowie  knives  flashed  in  the  moonlight,  and  stones  and 
clubs  were  brought  together;  but  after  a  great  deal  of  threatening 
and  blowing,  the  pris  mer  was  released  — when  he  eauie  to  his  Com- 
pany on  a  run,  and  the  whole  Regiment  commenced  to  cheer  and 
hurrah  for  our  side.  "  How  are  you,  Gib?— how  did  you  get  awavV" 
Col.  Slocum  came  forward  and  talked  to  t\u-  men;  but  being  satisfied, 
they  retired  to  their  quarters  for  the  night. 

As  the  Regiment  is  completed  and  its  Companies  tilled,  I  will  give 
a  detail  of  the  Companies,  and  Where  from,  before  proceeding  any 
further: 

Company  A,  White  Plains — ('apt.  J.  J.  CHAMBERS. 

Company  B,  Lyons — Capt  A.  D.  Adams. 

Company  C,  I'inglramtou — Capt.  Jos.  J.  BaHTLETT. 

Company  I).  liinghamtoii— Capt.  Hi  HAM  C.  Rogers. 

Company?',  Rochester — Capt.  Gko.  G.  Wanzek. 

Company  F,  Binghamton— Capt.  Peteb  Jay. 

Company  G,  Lima— Capt.  JaS.  Periods, 

Comj)any  II,  Mount  Morris— Capt  C.  E.  MAimx. 

Company  I,  Perry — Capt.  C.  G.  Gardner. 

Company  K,  Albion— Capt.  II.  L.  ACHILLES,  Ju. 

Th«  Regiment  was  supplied  with  arms,  *fcc,  and  left  the  State  on 
the  10th  of  July,  is<>i,  for  Waslungton  ria.  Harrisburgli  and  Balti- 
more. On  its  arrival  in  Washington  tUe  Regiment  was  quartered  in 
barraeks  on  Franklin  Square,  where  the  boy-  rem  lined  for  a  few  days 
only.  A  movement  against  the  enemy  was  then  une'er  discussion, 
and  the  officers  sought  an  interview  with  the  War  Department,  with 
a  view  to  having  the  Regiment  assigned  to  the  field.  This  request 
was  granted,  and  on  the  17th  day  of  July  it  took  up  its  line  of  inarch 
from  Washington,  as  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  (Cot.  Porter,)  and 
Second  Division,  (Gen.  IIintku.)  It  reached  Anandale  on  the  evening 
of  the  17th,  and  Fairfax  Court  House  on  the  ISth,  where  a  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  and  the  Rebs.  driven  from  their  ride-pits.  On  the 
27lh  it  reached  the  town,  and  pulled  down  an  old  Seeesh.  Bag  that 
was  floating  on  one  of  the  rifle-pits.  The  Regiment  bivouacked  here 
for  the  night,  the  men,  beiug  hungry  and  tired  after  the  day's  march, 
took  their  muskets  and  went  out  after  soote  Crush  meat.  Some  of  the 
boys  succeeded  in  bringing  in  a  flne  >tecr;  and  some  came  in  with  tur- 
keys, some  with  chickens,  some  With  Uoney,  bams,  sugar,  dec.     A  large 
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fire  was  kindled,  and  the  boys  resolved  they  would  have  a  "square- 
meal" — and  so  they  did,  that  night. 

At  au  early  hour  next  morning  the  Regiment  was  on  the  mov<f  It 
reached  Centres  ille  in  due  time;  after  leaving  which  place  it  reached 
the  Nine  Mile  Woods,  where  Company  B  was  ordered  out  to  deploy 
a*  skirmishers— and  they  did  well.it  being  their  first  trial.  For  nine 
miles  the  Company  scoured  the  woods.  Every  few  minutes  the  bugle 
would  sound  to  rally.  The  day  was  one  of  the  hottest  I  ever  remem- 
ber. When  the  sun  sank  out  of  sight,  and  the  whippowill  com- 
menced his  evening  song,  the  Regiment  halted  for  the  night;  and  so 
ends  the  day. 

On  Sunday  morning  .July  01st,  1861,  the  booming  of  cannon  was 
heard  in  the  distance.  As  our  brave  boys  marched  along  through 
field  and  woods  on  that  memorable  Hull  Run  day.  the  water  in  their 
canteens  gave  out  before  reaching  the  field  of  action  Espying  two 
porkers  in  a  puddle  of  water  near  the  roadside,  they  were  summarily 
driven  out;  and  the  boys  commenced  to  drink  hastily  of  the  vile- 
fluid  to  queuch  their  thirst.  The  water  was  stagnant,  and  made  the 
boys  vomit  almost  immediately.  .Some  of  them  went  here  and  some 
there,  with  canteens  to  be  rilled.  As  the  '27th  was  going  into  action, 
the  opposing  force  attempted  to  deceive  it  by  displaying  the  Old 
Flog.  Col.  Si.octm  was  distrustful,  and  directed  Adjutant  Jenkins  to 
acertain  whether  they  were  friends  or  enemies.  With  a  haverlock  on 
the  point  of  his  sword  as  a  flag  of  truce,  the  Adjutant  rode  toward 
the  commanding  oIIiLcr  to  make  the  necessary  inquiry;  but  before  he 
reached  him,  the  Star<  and  Stripes  were  displaced  by  the  South  Caro- 
lina lauaer.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  a  tire  opened  on  the 
27th,  which  was  promptly  and  vigorously  returned.  The  Adjutant, 
thus  unexpectedly  placed  between  two  tires,  had  a  miraculous  escape. 
The  attempted  deception  so  exasperated  the  Regiment  that  the  men 
fought  like  heroes,  and  utterly  routed  their  tricky  foes. 

Our  nest  encounter  was  with  the  27th  Virginia,  which  fell  back  in 
confusion.  We  then  met  the  8th  Georgia,  which  fell  back  until  rein- 
forced, when  the  Rcriment  was  in  turn  repulsed,  and  took  refuge  un- 
der a  hill.  It  was  soon  after  ordered  to  charge  a  battery  stationed  on 
a  knoll,  and  the  boys  moved  to  the  work  under  a  heavy  tire,  which 
soon  told  with  fearful  effect  upon  the  ranks  of  the  Regiment  Col. 
Si.ot  rsi  was  wounded;  the  color-guard  was  reduced  from  nine  to  two; 
and  the  movement  was  abandoned.  Company  1>  ^\a^  then  ordered  to 
i  harge  Upon  an  old  log  house  which  stood  near  by,  containing  a  num- 
ber of  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters.     Before  reaching  the  house  the 
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Rebs.  was  seen  getting  to  the  rear  as  fast  as  they  could,  but  the  boys 
seat  a  volley  of  balls  after  them  and  made  them  "climb"  still  faster. 
Reaching  the  house,  the  door  was  instantly  burst  in,  and  before  us 
stood  one  of  the  largest  bloodhounds  I  ever  saw — with  bloodshot  eyes 
and  hungry  jaws.  Ho  turned  to  attack  his  Yankee  foes.  One  of  the 
boys  gave  him  a  bayonet  thrust.  Tie  leaped  forward  and  broke  the 
chain  that  held  him,  and  away  he  went  toward  the  enemy — between 
two  fires.  Whether  the  dog  ever  reached  his  master,  no  one  knows. 
The  Company  fell  back  and  joined  its  Regiment;  and  -Col.  S?  locum 
being  wounded,  Major  Bartuitt  succeeded  to  the  command.     Major 

(B.  kept  the  Kegiment  well  in  hand;  and  a*  it  funned  in  line  of  battle  for 
the  last  tiiie,  I  think  it  was  joined  by  the  Mth  (Brooklyn,)  command- 
ed by  Col.  Wood.  Other  Regiments  joined  oo^ut -the  Rebel  forces 
coining  upon  and  overwhelming  us,  our  forces  fell  back  to  the  rear, 
when1  the  confusion  attending  the  retreat  broke  it  up,  as  was  the  case 
with  other  Regiments  actively  engaged  in  the  battle.  Portions  of  the 
Regiment  reached  Fort  Corcoran  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  22d,  and 
at  noon  it  was  partially  reorganized  and  marched  to  Camp  Anderson, 
Franklin's  Square. 

The  Regiment  remained  in  Washington  until  some  time  in  Septem- 
ber, when  it  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Si  ocr.n's  Brigade  with  the  16th 
X.  Y.  of  Gen.  Fuankijn's  Division,  moved  to  the  site  of  Fort  Lynn, 
where  it  went  into  Camp,  and  was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  this 
Fort  during  the  fall  of  H*61.  As  the  boys  were  a  little  unused  to  this 
phase  of  5oklier-life,  they  pitched  their  tents,  and  as  a  general  thing 
(as  ,k  gteen  "ones  would  naturally  do)  did  not  dig  around  them,  to  let 
the  water  run  oil*  in  case  of  rain.  Alas:  a  rain-storm  set  in,  and  it 
being  just  at  night,  the  boys  divested  themselves  of  their  clothing, 
tool;  the  wood  that  belonged  to  the  cooks  of  the  Company,  and  made 
a  raft  on  which  they  floated  around  in  their  tent  all  that  Bight.  As 
the  day  dawned,  the  first  thing  done  was  to  fijs  the  tent  more  com- 
fort-ably; and  there  was  no  more  g(  tting  drowned  out  afterward. 

The  Regiment  spent  tin*  winter  in  Camp  Franklin.  Fort  r.y.>n  was 
built  by  Sioc  t  m's  Brigade  in  the  fall  of  1861;  and  later  in  that  fall 
the  R< -giment  moved  its  camp  to  a  site  near  Fairfax  Seminary,  to- 
ward the  southeast — it**  former  quarters  near  Hunting  Creek  having 
proved  unhealthy — the  new  location  was  named  Camp  Franklin. 
Here  the  Regiment  spent  the  winter  of  lfcOt-2,  during  which  time  the 
b  >ys  Wvi-c  occupied  in  building  Fort  Lyon,  doing  picket-doty,  and 
chopping  wood  from  the  Heights  where  now  stands  the  Fort.  The 
R     inn  tit  was  very  comfortably  situated  in  winter  quarters  here.     It 
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was  during  tuts  time  that  the  37th  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Bri« 

gade  (Gen.  II.  \V.  Blocum's)  of  Gen.  Franklin's  Division.  This 
Brigade  was  composed  of  the  27th  and  l'Jth  N.  Y.,  the  .r)th  Maine 
and  tile  9-ith  Pennsylvania;  and  was  not  subsequently  changed  dur- 
ing the  period  of  service  of  the  27th,  except  by  the  addition  of  the 
12 1st  N.  Y.,  early  in  September,  1802.  The  position  of  the  Brigade 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  however,  was  changed  under  the  or-. 
ganization  of  March  i;jth,  1^'>2.  It  was  the  Second  Brigade,  Blo- 
CUM'9  First  Division,  Franklin's  First  Corps,  in  May  following;  it 
was  the  Second  Brigade.  First  Division,  Franklin's  Sixth  Corps; 
and  in  hist  relation  it  remained  until  it  left  the  held,  at  which  time 
Gen.  Brooks  was  ia  command  of  the  Division,  Gen.  Bvrtlltt  of 
the  Brigade,  and  Gen.  Sedgwick  of  the  Corps.  This  explanation 
will  enable  the  reader  to  trace  the  movements  of  the  Kegimeilt. 

The  boys  will  long  remember  the  picket-duty  that  was  assigned 
them  on  the  Little  River  turnpike  road  during  the  winter  of  1861-2. 
It  was  there  in  or.c  of  those  old  buildings,  that  I  remember  a  little  in- 
cident which  happened  while  OU  picket.  The  night  was  intensely 
cold,  and  a  large  tire  was  built  in  the  old-fashioned  lire  place.  The 
Corporals  had  posted  their  sentinels,  and  the  hour  being  near  mid- 
night, when  Corporal  Mc.  came  to  examine  the  pickets.  While  go- 
ing the  rounds  he  imagined  he  saw  a  Heb. ;  and  as  the  moon  came  out 
from  beneath  a  cloud  the  supposed  Keb,  was  seen  distinctly.  He  im- 
mediately called  the  guard's  attention.  The  order  was  given  to  come 
in — "Advance  with  the  countersign:"  but  no  answer.  It  was  repeat- 
ed again  and  again.  Then  Private  D's  mu-ket  went  to  his  shoulder, 
with  true  and  steady  arm  and  "bang"  it  went.  Then  followed  con- 
fusion. Capt.  White  says,  coolly — "Fall  in  lively,  men,  fall  in!*' 
Reader,  if  you  had  been  there  you'd  tluj>"jht  Company  B  "fell  in  live- 
ly.'' In  about  ten  seconds  from  the  time  the  alarm  was  giver.,  a  line 
was  formed  ready  for  battle,  and  advancing  toward  the  supposed 
Heb. — which  proved  to  be  <iu  oh!  »tamp\  The  boys  laughed  heartily 
at  the  mistake  and  went  back  to  their  respective  quarters;  no  more 
"  Rebs."  appeared  that  night.  The  boys  had  a  good  joke  on  Corporal 
Ma  for  the  next  thrue  mouths  to  come. 

As  the  guard  was  released,  one  night  the  fire  in  the  old  fireplace 
was  almost  out  and  the  men  asleep.  The  guards  came  in;  and  it  be- 
ing cold,  they  brought  rails  from  a  fence  near  by,  and  tilled  the  tire- 
place  full.  The  the  commenced  to  roar,  and  give  out  heat;  and 
lighting  up  the  room,  awoke  the  boy*  from  a  deep  slumber.  Then 
came  the  ery— M  Fire/  Jirr/  firef—und  such  "climbing  out"  you  nev- 
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er  see.  The  mistake  was  soon  discovered  by  Sergts.  Goodrich  and 
BELDESr,  and  the  men  went  to  their  bunks  for  the  night  again. 
Everything  passed  off  quietly  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  on 
picket 

As  the  Company  was  released  from  duty,  it  went  baek  to  its  old 
quarters  in  Camp  Franklin.  It  was  there  that  Private  Tom  II.  com- 
menced business  as  a  washerwoman — which  was  well  done,  and  a 
great  accommodation  to  the  Company  and  also  to  the  Regiment. 
TOM  was  a  good  fellow  and  a  good  soldier,  but  the  boys  did  everlast- 
ingly steal  hi?  beef,  and  then  borrow  his  own  spider  to  cook  it  before 
he  could  discover  the  mistake.  It  was  here,  in  camp,  that  the  boys  of 
Company  B  on  one  occasion  blew  the  Captain's  stove  to  pieces — at 
any  rate,  fifty  rounds  of  cartridges  were  inserted  into  the  pipe  that 
stuck  out  of  the  tent,  after  dark.  At  an  earl)'  hour  next  morning  a 
brisk  tire  was  kindled  by  little  Jor  Sampson,  (or  "Three  Foot,*1  as 
the  boys  called  him.)  when  "bang!"  came  the  explosion,  and  away 
went  the  stove — but  no  one  hurt.  The  boys  had  a  hearty  laugh  over 
it,  and  were  not  found  out  either— but  Private  L.,  who  had  a  grudge 
against  the  Captain,  and  was  bound  to  retaliate,  was  mainly  responsi- 
ble for  this  trick.  Nearly  every  day  cartridges  were  thrown  down 
the  chimneys,  ami  old  pants  and  eoats  were  tucked  in  to  smoke  each 
other  out;  and  thus  the  time  sped  away — the  boys  drilling,  doing 
guard  duty  in  camp,  and  having  fun. 

We  shall  lung  remember  the  snowballing  battle  we  had  in  Camp 
Franklin.  Col.  BaKTLETT  thought  the  ftOye  were  aching  for  a  fisbt, 
and  ordered  the  Regiment  to  fa!!  in  without  arms.  The  snow  was 
about  three  inches  deep,  and  just  soft  enough  to  pack  well.  The 
Regiment  was  divided  into  five  Companies  on  a  side,  and  soon  the 
snowballs  were  living  like  grape  and  canister.  The  bugle  would 
sound  to  retreat  and  to  rally.  After  two  bonis  snowballing,  the 
Companies  retired  to  their  tents,  some  with  -ore  heads  and  bloody 
no<cs.  It  was  an  every  day  occurrence  to  see  a  figlit;  and  as  the 
Regiment  had  a  Sutler  he  issued  tickets^-"  Fighting 2?t*a  "  A:  length 
marching  orders  came.  The  men  had  their  knapsacks  already 
packed.  The  bugle  sounded.  The  orderlies  called  their  Companies 
together,  and  everything  being  in  readiness,  the  Regiment  wo* on  the 
move  toward  Fairfax  Court  House,  but  did  not  get  there  in  time  to 
a  part  in  ihc  fight.  After  >ta;  ins:  at  Fairfax  over  night,  the 
Regiment  fell  back  to  its  old  quarters.  Mere  it  remained  a  short  time 
only,  as  orders  came  to  i.».-  n\n]\  at  i  murnent's  notice.  At  last  they 
came.     The  Regiment  marched  to  Alexandria,  and  went  aboard  the 
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steamer  Sjiavltling.     Company  B  was  placed  in  the  midship;  and  as 

the  steamer  struck  salt  water,  the  boys  became  sea  sick.  After  one 
or  two  day-,  how.ver.  they  were  all  right.  As  the  steamer  got  into 
Chesapeake  Bay.  some  of  the  boys  in  the  Company  want  into  the 
water  baffling.  At  last  the  sb-amer  arrived  at  Shipping  Point.  Vir- 
ginia, when  the  Regiment  bivouacked  in  a  small  grove,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  York  River.  While  Staying  here  the  hoys  feasted  on  oysters, 
of  which  there  acre  plenty.  After  staying  here  about  ten  days  they 
embarked  for  West  Point,  where  they  landed  on  the  6th  of  June. 
The  37th  was  the  first  Regiment  that  readied  the  shore.  Immediate- 
ly orders  wen-  «rjven  to  fall  into  line,  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  seen 
a  short  distance  off.  The  Regiment  advanced,  and  was  on  picket  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  day  and  night,  A.t  intervals  the  Rebs.  kept 
up  picket  tireing.  Two  or  three  were  killed  out  of  the  Regiment  dur- 
ing the  night  A>  day  dawned,  our  forces  advanced  and  drove  the 
Retis.  from  their  position  after  a  hard  day's  tight. 

After  the  battle,  the  Regiment  took  up  its  line  of  march  for  York- 
town,  where  it  remained  until  the  battle  of  Williamsburgh.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  action  the  Regiment  marched  three  miles  up  the 
York  River,  where  it  remained  one  day.  thence  toward  Cumberland, 
three  miles,  where  it  remained  two  days.  Here  FwanklinV  (6th, 
Corps;  was  organized:  and  from  this  point  the  movement  was  in  the 
following  older:  Stoxemas  in  advance,  Fua.nklln's  Corps  in  sup- 
port and  Poku'ku's  Corps  in  reserve.  The  Regiment  crossed  the 
Chickahommy  about  the  ^» -tli  of  June,  at  about  3  r.  m..  went  into 
action  abont  3  i\  m.  on  the  extreme  right  of  PottTEffs  Corp-,  drove 
tin  enemy  from  his  position  by  a  bayonet  Charge,  and  captured  a 
laxge  number  of  prisoners.  It  held  Ks  position  until  dark,  when, 
after  expending  all  its  ammunition,  it  was  ordered  to  retire.  It  was 
here,  in  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mills,  that  Company  B  lost  heavily,  low- 
ing some  <<f  its  best  members- — 21  in  all,  killed.  Wounded  and  miss- 
ing. Poor  Billy  McElwafn,  Edward  Ajj.ee,  Josepu  Skavt — as 
long  as  there  is  a  history,  SO  long  will  their  names  be  remembered  at 
home  by  their  loved  ones.  The  buttle' being  fought,  our  forces  re- 
tircd  from  tne  held,  Captain  W.  badly  wounded.  The  Regiment  rc- 
crovM  !  the  river  and  went  into  camp.  All  that  night  and  until  early 
morning  the  wounded  kept  coming  in.  Private  Knoblock,  I  think, 
was  wounded  in  three  or  four  different  places,  as  was  al-<>  the  case 
with  others.  A  ball  passed  so  close  to  Tir  Belden's  head  as  to  craze 
his  scalp.  Early  next  morning  the  bridge  over  the  river  was  blown 
up;  then  commenced  the  retreat  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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I  must  not  orait  about  the  Regiment,  and  also  the  Brigade,  being  at 
Meehauiesville  and  doing  picketed uty  at  the  time  the  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks  was  fought  The  boys  will  all  remember  a  little  incident  , 
that  happened  there.  The  27th  was  ordered  to  "fall  in  with  arms" 
as  marching  orders,  and  marched  down  the  road  toward  a  bridge 
leading  across  the  Chu kahominy  in  front  of  the  enemy's  cannons. 
On,  on,  the  brave  bins  marched,  never  flinching— -when  the  order 
was  given,  "By  the  right  about!"  which  the  men  did  as  if  going  on 
dress-parade.  The  object  was  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire,  as  our  artil- 
lery was  waiting  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  the  enemy  out  of  his  en- 
trenchments, where  he  had  batteries  masked;  but  the  tire  was  not 
opened  until  evening  when  our  artillery  silenced  them,  and  as  night 
fell  upon  us  the  cannonading  cased  for  the  day. 

As  the  army  fell  back  after  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mills,  the  Division 
marched  about  five  miles,  keeping  on  the  highlands  winch  skirted 
the  Chickahominy,  in  order  to  protect  the  right  of  the  army.  It  halt- 
ed about  two  miles  from  Savage  Station,  and  after  remaining  in  line 
of  battle  a  few  moments,  fell  back  to  the  station.  After  remaining 
two  hours  in  the  woods  around  the  station,  the  Brigade  marched  two 
miles  to  the  rear,  where:  the  men  helped  themselves  to  new  clothing 
from  a  quantity  of  quartermaster's  stores  that  were  left  from  want 
of  transportation.  At  the  station  a  train  of  cars  was  standing;  and 
as  the  enemy  was  advancing  up  the  railroad  track,  a  full  head  of 
steam  was  put  on  by  the  engineer,  and  let  go.  Away  sped  the  train, 
on  its  errand  of  death;  and  arway  Hew  the  Johnnies  in  every  direc- 
tion. Ail  that  night  our  boys  marched  along,  keepimr  up  good 
cheer.  The  boys  of  Company  B  stock  together  like  wax.  Man  after 
man  from  different  Companies  and  Regiments  would  say  M  I  am  tired 
out— lean  go  no  farther!"— and  would  drop  down  fry  the  roadside 
with  fatigue,  and  fall  asleep  only  to  wake  up  and  find  themselves 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  Regiment  reached  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads,  where  the  enemy  aitaeked  us.  In  tins  engagement  the  Regi- 
ment supported  the  1st  Massachusetts,  and  also  ILexamer's  Batteries. 
It  was  here  that  we  had  one  of  the  hardest  artillery  fights  of  the  cam- 
paign. All  that  long  night  the  boys  inarched,  aud  I  think  at  daylight 
reached  Malvern  Hill;  but  the  Regiment  took  no  part  in  the  battle. 
The  Division  having  moved  on  an  i  established  a  line  of  pickets  near 
the  James  Rivet,  the  next  day's  march  brought  ua  near  Harrison's 
Landing.  Before  reaching  lite  Landing,  the  Regiment  was  sent  out 
as  skirmishers.     At  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  it  was  sent  early  into 
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the  action,  to  the  right  of  the  army,  to  prevent  a  flank  movement  by 
the  enemy;  and  during  the  entire  seven  day's  tight  it  was  under  tire 
every  day. 

A<  the  Regiment  reached  Harrison's  Landing  it  encamped  in  the 
centre  of  a  large  wheat-field.  The  men  being  tired  and  worn  out 
from  the  marching  they  had  done  during  the  previous  seven  days  and 
nights,  lay  down  to  rest;  and  next  morning  there  was  not  a  spear  of 
Wheat  to  he  seen,  the  mud  being  about  four  inches  deep  on  the  level. 
At  an  early  boor  the  next  morning  the  Regiment  fell  in,  marched 
about  two  miles  and  established  its  camp  at  a  point  where  the  gun- 
boats protected  cither  flank,  the  Regiment  being  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  James  River.  Here  the  whole  army  halted  for  rest  and  to 
recruit  its  strength.  The  Regiment  here  did  picket-duty  and  labored 
on  fortifications  until  the  Kith  of  August.  Here  we  were  during 
those  hot  days  in  summer,  without  water  fit  to  drink,  the  men  dying 
a  few  yards  oil' in  the  Piney  Woods  of  what  some  called  the  camp 
fever  and  some  typhoid.  The  men  would  drink  commissary  whi.sky 
until  they  were  half  drunk,  or  swallow  quinine  till  their  heads  buzzed 
around  like  a  top;  and  what  could  antifogmatics  do  while  we  ab- 
sorbed the  terrible  poison  with  every  respiration?  The  living  rotted 
fa-tcr  than  the  dead-,  the  dead  multiplied  like  white  mice.  Men's 
minds,  too,  festered  with  their  bodies.  Stragglers  loafed  to  the  rear, 
and  encamped  iu  pairs  and  squads  on  their  own  hook.  Officers  saw 
them  bui  took  no  note,  or  only  cursed  feebly  or  pretended  to  do 
something.  The  once  jolly  m^ss-tablOs  at  Elmira,  that  used  to  ring 
with  jests  and  laughter,  and  glow  with  wit  and  <rood  humor,  was  ex- 
changed for  continuation  of  low,  peevish  growls,  resounding  through 
the  camp.  A  poisoned  army  lying  in  camp  has  abouUas  much  irv.rak 
as  you  may  find  in  a  sheep-fold,  especially  here  on  the  Peninsula. 

One  evening  at  about  ten  o'clock  the  enemy's  battery  opened  on  us 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  men  fell  into  line  of  battle 
for  another  contest  with  the  foe.  We  had  not  long  to  wait  before 
our  gun-boats  came  down  and  opened  a  heavy  lire  on  the  Rebs.  with 
those  "rotten  shot,"  as  the  ll  Johnnies"  called  them— which  put  them 
to  Might,  the  enemy  doing  no  damage  beyond  killing  a  few  mules. 
The  next  day  a  reeonnoissancc  party  was  sent  out,  which  burned 
some  old  buildings  opposite  Harrison's  Landing  and  found  some  of 
the  enemy's  dead.  There  was  no  more  artillery  tiring  from  the  ene- 
my after  that,  as  those  oUG-pound  shells  did  not  sound  exactly  sweet 
in  their  ears. 

It  was  here  the  men  did  picket-duty  near  the  Rebel  lines.  Some  of 
the  boys  went  to  a  Rebel  dance  in  di-sguise,  and  took  part  in  it.     1  re- 
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member  a  little  incident  that  happened  here  one  day,  which  I  will 
relate  as  Dearly  as  possible.  One  of  the  "Johnnies"  swum  the  river 
and  came  inro  our  lines.  One  of  our  boys  asked  him  where  he  was 
go  ins;.  "Wal,"  said  Johnnie,  "Oenl  Lee  made  a  speech  the  other 
day,  and  told  us  to  strike  for  our  aliars  and  our  fires,  and  as  my  fiie 
is  in  Tennessee.  I'm  going  to  strike  across  lots  for  it."  Another  Reb. 
called  out  to  one  of  our  men  across  the  river  while  on  picket—- 
"  Yauk.  oh  Yank,  is  Little  Mao  your  commander  yet'/"  M  What  do 
you  want  to  know  for,"  asked  our  hoy.  u  Oh,  nothing, "  says  John- 
nie, ■•Only  I  think  he  must  command  us  too;  for  whenever  you  get 
marching  orders  we  get  them  too — with  the  difference  that  we  go  in 
advance."  One  of  the  hoys  asked  a  Rebel  Major  when  he  thought  the 
war  would  on{\.  "  Wal,"  says  he."  1  think  it'll  end  this  fall."  "  Why 
so?"  "  Wal,  you  won't  have  any  one  to  light  by  that  time  if  you 
keep  on  as  you  have  done  since  May." 

The  Regiment  remained  ar  Harrison's  Landing  until  about  the  IGth 
of  Angust,  when  one  fine  morning  orders  came  to  pack  knapsacks 
and  he  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  u>  march.  The  men  began  to 
wonder  where  they  were  going.  Some  would  say  one  place  and 
some  another.  One  of  the  hoys  asked  the  Orderly,  "Where  are  we 
going  any  how?"  Orderly  sayS — "  On  an  erpeditionS1  ''Where  too,  I 
wonder?"  u I don't  knntrf  *'  Then  the  boys  commenced  to  laugh  and 
cheer,  when  one  of  them  said—"  I'm  mighty  glad  to  get  out  of  this 
mud,  anyhow — aren't  you.  bovs?"  "  Where  do  you  suppose  we  are 
going?"  everyone  asked  everybody  else;  and  as  they  were  disputing, 
orders  came  to  fall  in  without  knapsacks,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
camp  was  broken  up  and  on  its  line  of  march.  When  we  came  to 
Charles  City  Court  House — by  the  way.  the  boys  say  there  are 
"  Cowl  Houses "  enough  there  to  till  a  hundred-acre  lot  — we  halted 
for  rest  a  few  moments;  then  going  on  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
at  Harnett's  Ford  on  a  pontoon-bridge,  marched  through  Williams- 
burgh  and  Yorkfown,  and  arrived  at  Newp  m  News,  where  we  halt- 
ed again  for  rest.  I  think  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  Regiment  but 
went  in  swimming;  and  it  was  a  si'_rht  to  see  them!  The  men  were 
glad  enough  to  get  where-  they  could  find  -rune  good  water  to  drink, 
as  well  as  wash  in.  Hi  re  lay  the  old  Rebel  gun-boat  Verrimae,  sunk 
nearly  out  of  sight  in  the  mud  and  water.  Where  it  had  its  encounter 
with  the  "little  Yankee  cheese-box  on  a  rait.''  the  Monitor. 

The  Regiment  here  took  a  steamer  for  Alexandria,  arriving  about 
the  24th,  marched  to  near  its  old  camp  ground,  and  formed  its  old 
line  of  pickets.     It  remain,  d  hen:  a  few  days  ouly,  when  it  took  up 


mSTOU  T  OF  COMPA  NT  ft  13 

its  line  of  march  for  Ccntreville,  which  it  reached  about  the  3ist  of 
August.  Here  it  was  thrown  in  front,  to  check  the  advance  of  tlie 
enemy  and  to  cover  the  retreat  of  (Jen.  POPE;  but  it  was  not  heavily 
engaged  io  battle.  It  followed  the  retreat  to  Alexandria,  and  west 
int<»  camp  near  Fort  Lyon.  The  Regiment  was  not  long  permitted  to 
remain  inactive,  however.  On  the  Bth  of  September  it  crossed  the 
Long  Bridge,  and  marched  through  Washington  and  Georgetown  to 
Tenatlylown,  where  it  arrived  the  next  morning,  and  continued  on 
its  march  until  it  reached  South  Mountain  on  the  14th. 

Here  the  Regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  in  the 
Rebel  pickets  Company  H  came  •<>  a  stone  wall  within  one  hundred 
yard?  of  !he  enemy,  and  here  the  Regiment  silenced  the  enemy's 
battery  with  their  rifles.  The  Regiment  was  fighting  Cobb's  Legion, 
of  the  Ueprgia  troops;  and  as  the  Rebel  General  rou<-  down  the  road 
to  eh'  er  on  his  men.  his  horse  wn*  shot  from  under  him  by  Company 
B's  boys.  The  old  lieb.  bandy  escaped  with  his  life.  As  the  men 
shot  at  him.  his  horse  went  down;  and  when  the  boys  reloaded  their 
muskets,  he  was  not  to  be  seen.  For  about  one  hour  the  battle  raged 
furiously,  when  (Jen.  BAKYLKTT  made  a  charge  with  the  rest  of  the 
Brigade,  and  drove  the  enemy  up  and  over  the  mountain.  The  Regi- 
ment  rested  on  the  mountain's  crest,  after  an  action  of  about  three 
hours.  It  was  here  that  Billy  Be&DEX  lost  his  arm,  which  eventual- 
ly cansed  his  death.  Fie  was  afterward  promoted  to  Lieutenant;  and 
he  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  Company  as  a  true  and  faithfu 
soldier.  At  Antietam  our  Regiment  supported  batteries  in  that  me- 
morable e.»rn-tield.  under  a  heavy  tire  of  artillery  all  day.  The  fa- 
mous cornfield  was  honey-combed  with  balls,  and  the  trees  were 
tilled  with  urn.xp'oded  shells. 

Permit  me  here  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  manner  in  which  an  attack 
is  planned  and  executed:  The  Union  armies  usually  made  offtnsite 
movements,  and  our  battles  were  those  of  attack  rather  than  ofdefi  *nr. 
The  commander  of  an  attacking  army  first  thoroughly  learns  by  all 
means  at  his  command,  such  as  spies,  scouts,  deserters,  prisoners,  re- 
connaissance, <^e.,  the  position  of  his  enemy;  he  then  determines  the 
point  and  mode  of  attack.  Ordinarily  the  attacking  army  is  brought 
idmost  within  striking  distance  of  the  enemy,  one  or  more  days  pre 
vious  to  the  general  conflict.  The  outpost  of  the  defending  army  is 
driven  in  and  by  a  number  of  skirmishes  its  position  is  farther  devel- 
oped and  its  intentions  understood  When  tin.1  time  for  the  general 
conflict  approaches,  the  principal  commanders  are  informed,  and  usu- 
ally  two    attacks   are    made  -one    i  feint  and  the  other  a  real  one. 
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While  each  Corps  generally  has  a  reserve  of  its  own,  an  entire  Corps 
may  be  held  as  a  grand  reserve  while  the  Cavalry  is  posted  on  either 
flanks. 

I  will  now  go  back  to  where  I  left  the  27th.  Neither  our  Brigade 
nor  our  Regiment  were  engaged  here,  the  corps  lying  in  reserve.  Af- 
ter the  battle  the  Regiment  took  up  its  line  of  march,  reached  Cram- 
ton's  Gap  near  Berlin,  crossed  the  river  on  pontoons,  and  resumed 
its  march  until  it  reached  Belle  Plain  Landing  on  or  about  the  4th  of 
December.  It  was  here  the  boys  were  encamped  in  the  snoir.  The 
members  of  Company  B  will  not  forget  their  friend  the  Sutler  about 
that  time.  The  Regiment  had  not  received  any  pay  for  some  time. 
One  evening  at  about  dusk  the  Hith  and  07th  X.  Y.  made  a  grand  ral- 
ly on  the  Sutler;  an  1  "the  consequences  were*'  the  men  next  day 
could  be  seen  exchanging  right-hand  gloves  for  left,  some  trading 
butter  for  tobacco.  Sec.  I  will  not  state  here  the  cau*c  of  the  raid,  as 
the  boys  are  all  aware  how  it  occurred.  Just  ask  one  of  the  Compa- 
ny, and  he  will  tell  you.  The  Regiment  remained  at  Belle  Plain  un- 
til about  the  10th;  then  marched  to  the  1'appahaunock,  at  White  Oak 
Church,  and  went  into  camp. 

I  will  state  here,  before  going  farther,  that  after  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam  the  Regiment  went  into  camp  near  Baker.svillc,  M<L,  and  re- 
mained nearly  one  mouth.  While  at  Bakersville  the  boys  will  re- 
member the  darkeys  who  stole  Gen.  Slocum's  wine  and  cigars. 
They  were  marched  through  camp  with  barrels  over  their  heads  fixed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  have  their  heads  come  out  at  the  top,  while  their 
arms  protruded  through  holes  in  the  side-.  As  they  were  marched 
along  they  were  met  at  each  Company's  street  by  handfuls  of  Hour 
from  the  men,  which  was  thrown  into  their  faces,  tilling  their  eyes 
ami  mouth.  Such  looking  darkeys  were  never  heard  tell  of  before. 
When  they  were  let  loose  the  men  got  a  blanket,  and  they  "were 
thrown  up  in  it.  All  at  once  they  started  to  run,  and  the  mcu  started 
after  them.  The  darkeys  jumped  into  a  small  creek  and  swam  to  the 
opposite  side. 

While  in  Maryland  the  hoys  did  picket  duty  at  Nolan's  Ferry,  Dam 
No.  5,  on  the  Potomac.  Here  some  of  the  Company  B  bo^s  used  to 
plague  the  enemy,  whose  pickets  were  on  the  opposite  side.  An 
enemy  would  gel  behind  a  tree,  an  J.  our  boys  would  keep  him  there 
from  early  morn  until  dark.  Some  of  the  Company  exchanged  news- 
papers with  the  enemy,  and  exchanged  -;dt  for  tobacco,  &c.  One 
day  some  Company  A  hoys  I27lh)  were  stationed  at  that  point,  when 
one  of  the  enemy's  pickets  came  from  behind  a  tree.     After  firin^ 
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at  each  other  for  some  time,  one  said — "Let's  have  u  little  talk." 
14  AH  right,"  says  Company  A  to  the  other;  "go  ahead."  Company 
A—"  Why  do  you  want  to  break  up  the  Government f*  Scccsh. — 
"  Because  you  Yankees  want  to  destroy  our  Institutions  and  put  the 
Digger  on  a  level  with  white  men.  Company  A — "We  aren't  Van- 
feces;  we  are  northern  men,  and  we  don't  want  to  injure  you  or  your 
institutions,  but  to  protect  all  loyal  citizens  in  all  their  legal  rights." 

Secesh. — "Wal,   this   is   a    d d    had    war,  anyhow.     Goodbye!" 

Then  another  Secrsh.  says— "  Hold  on!.  Don't  shoot  yet!  I'll  sing 
Dixie,  and  Rob  will  dance."  Company  A — '*Go  ahead!"  Secesh. 
com m cues  to  sin*  and  his  comrade  to  dance,  when  Company  A  cries 
11  Time!™  and  the  "Johnnies'1  rush  to  their  Dieting  places;  when  they 
sing  out  "All  right — bang  away!"  and  the  tiring  begins  again. 

A  good  story  is  told  of  one  of  the  Regiment  while  stationed  on  vi- 
d<'tfe.  While  the  two  armies  lay  near  each  other  at  Fredericksburgh, 
a  solitary  sheep  was  walking  along  on  the  Rebel  side.  A  Rebel  vi- 
dette  fired  ami  killed  the  sheep,  dropped  his  gun  and  advanced  to  get 
his  prize.  In  an  instant  he  was  covered  by  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  one 
of  our  boys,  who  said  — "  Divide  is  the  word,  or  you  are  a  dead  John- 
ny!" The  proposition  was  assented  to;  and  there  between  the  vi- 
dettes  the  Rebel  skinned  the  sheep,  and  took  his  half,  and  moved 
ba  k  with  it — while  his  challenger  dropped  his  gun,  and  went  for  the 
other  half  of  the  sheep,  and  resumed  the  duties  of  his  po^t  amidst  the 
cheers  of  our  boys — who  expected  to  help  cat  their  share  of  the  mut- 
ton, a  H**crc--o 

The  model  American  soldier  is  patient, likes  rjamp  life,  is  good-na- 
tured and  jolly,  makes  fun  for  his  comrades,  is  always  ready  for  any 
duty,  helps  do  the  cooking  for  his  tent  mates  and  himself,  washes  a 
Bhir!  occasionally  for  a  tent-mate,  has  his  knapsack  ready  to  start  at  a 
moment's  notice,  spends  all  day  Sunday  cleaning  his  gun,  can  eat  raw 
pork  on  a  march,  sleeps  with  his  boots  and  cap  on,  carries  his  pocket 
full  of  ammunition,  doesn't  consider  it  healthy  to  drink  much  water 
on.  a  march,  has  his  tent  up  ami  supper  cooked  within  ten  minutes 
after  a  halt,  knows  where  to  find  plenty  of  rail-fences,  always  has 
plenty  of  straw  to  sleep  on,  doesn't  have  loo  high  an  opinion  of  his 
officers,  wouldn't  do  anything  for  the  Colonel,  thinks  the  Major  ought 
to  do  something  to  keep  from  getting  lazy,  thinks  his  Captain  a  first- 
rate  fellow,  won't  stand  any  nonsense  from  his  Lieutenant,  don't  like 
battles  better  than  anybody  else,  but  is  ready  to  do  his  duty,  trif>  to 
take  care  of  his  health,  sends  home  all  his  pay,  intends  to  buy  land 
and  settle  down  when  the  war  is  over,  never  spends  much  money  at 
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so  many  days  longer:"  and  at  night  they  would  cut  a  notch  on  a  log 
over  the  fireplace,  to  remember.  One  incident  I  remember  while 
iu  camp  here,  which  I  will  relate.  A  heavy  rain  .-el  in,  almost 
drowning  the  boj9  out  of  their  tents;  arid  Crosby  II..  our  Lieutenant 
at  that  time,  was  returning  to  his  quarters  one  night  about  12  o'clock. 
Hi-  tent  was  at  the  foot  of  the  Company  street,  and  he  had  dug  a  deep 
bole  instead  of  putting  up  logs.  As  he  stepped  in  he  immediately 
found  himself  in  water  up  to  his  arms,  and  he  came  near  beirg 
drowned.  He  said  he  got  out  just  about  as  soon  as  he  could,  with 
his  boots  full  of  water.  The  night  being  cold,  he  woke  up  some  of 
the  boys  to  build  afire.  lie  thought  be  would  not  sleep  in  his  tent 
any  longer;  he  did  not  consider  it  healthy. 

I  forgot  at  the  right  time  to  mention  that  Jacob  Uopkxbactl  of 
our  Company,  was  badly  wounded,  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Libhy, 
at  Richmond.  He  had  to  undergo  more  hardships  dining  the  time 
he  was  a  prisoner  than  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign.  lie  was 
one  of  our  best  soldiers. 

After  the  engagement  at  Frcdericksburgh  Gen.  Hooker  took  com- 
mand of  the  Army.  The  men  said  "  Old  Joe  is  a  first-rate  fellow;  lie 
gives  us  all  the  potatoes  we  want  to  cat — something  we  haven't  had 
before!"  On  or  about  the  28lh  of  April  the  6th  Corps,  under  Gen. 
Sedgwick,  crossed  the  river  at  about  the  same  point  where  the  Divi- 
sion crossed  in  January.  The  morning  before  the  boys  got  marching 
orders  it  was  reported  through  camp  that  we  were  going  to  cross  the 
river  again — and  so  we  did.  I  will  give  the  reader  a  detail  of  the 
march. 

The  bugle  has  blowu  for  reveille.  The  roll  called  by  the  Orderlies. 
Breakfast  is  scarcely  over  when  tiic  bugle  at  Brigade  headquarters 
sounds  ''Strike  tents!"  In  a  momenl  all  the  Regiment  bugles  catch 
up  the  sound,  and  all  blow  "Strike  tents!  Strike  tents!"  A  regular 
shout  now  goes  up  from  the  men.  In  a  moment  one  can  see  acres  of 
I  ts  melt  away  like  April  snow.  Soon  all  of  the  tents  and  blankets 
are  tied  up  in  little  bundles,  ready  at  the  proper  signal  to  be  .-!  it! 
tiered  by  the  men.  The  field,  which  a  few  moment-  ago  was  white 
With  eanvass  houses,  is  now  covered  with  armed  men  standing  among 
the  sm  >king  camp -fires.  After  a  time  the  proper  signal  is  given  by 
the  Bu-rler,  FttED  Bkndek,  of  the  27th,  ami  every  man  takes  his  place 
in  the  ranks.  At  the  same  time  the  Orderly  calls  to  the  men  to  "  Fail 
in!"  A;  last  wo  move  oil'.  We  n>-[  out  to  the  road.  Some  Artillery 
or  Cavalry  Ls  ahead  of  us.  "Halt!"  is  blown  by  the  bugler.  Arms 
are   Blacked.     We   lie  around  for  a  hour  or  more,  when  the  bugle 
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so  many  days  longer:"  and  at  night  they  would  cut  a  notch  i)n  a  log 
over  the  fireplace,  to  remember.  One  incident  I  remember  while 
in  tamp  here,  which  I  will  relate.  A  heavy  rain  set  in,  almost 
drowning  the  boys  out  of  their  tents;  and  Crosby  II.,  our  Lieutenant 
at  that  time,  was  returning  to  his  quarters  one  night  about  12  o'clock. 
Wis  tent  was  at  the  foot  of  the  Company  street,  and  he  had  dug  a  deep 
hole  instead  of  putting  up  logs.  As  he  stepped  in  he  immediately 
found  himself  in  water  up  to  his  arms,  and  he  came  near  beirg 
drowned.  lie  said  he  got  out  just  about  as  soon  as  he  could,  with 
bis  boots  full  of  water.  The  night  being  cold,  he  woke  up  some  of( 
the  boys  to  build  afire.  lie  thought  he  would  not  sleep  in  his  tent 
any  longer;  he  did  not  cou:dder  it  healthy. 

I  forgot  at  the  right  time  to  mention  that  Jacob  Kode^bacp.  of 
our  Company,  was  badly  wounded,  taken  prisoner  ami  sent  to  Libby, 
at  Richmond.  lie  had  to  undergo  more  hardships  during  the  time 
he  was  a  prisoner  than  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign.  He  was 
odc  of  our  best  soldiers. 

After  the  engagement  at  Fredericksburgh  Gen.  Hooker  took  com- 
mand of  the  Army.  The  men  said  4l  Old  Joe  is  a  first-rate  fellow;  lie 
gives  us  all  the  potatoes  we  want  to  eat — something  we  haven't  had 
before!"  On  or  about  the  2Sih  of  April  the  (5th  Corps,  under  Gen. 
Skdgwick,  crossed  the  river  at  about  the  same  point  where  the  Divi- 
sion crossed  in  January.  The  morning  before  the  boys  got  marching 
orders  it  was  reported  through  camp  that  we  were  going  to  cross  the 
river  again— and  so  we  did.  I  will  give  the  reader  a  detail  of  the 
march. 

The  bugle  has  blown  for  reveille.  The  roll  culled  by  the  Orderlies. 
Bi  kfast  is  scarcely  over  when  the  bugle  at  Brigade  headquarters 
son  ads  lt  Strike  tents!"  In  a  momenl  all  the  Regiment  bugles  catch 
up  the  sound,  and  all  blow  "Strike  tents!  Strike  tents!"  A  regular 
shout  now  goes  up  from  the  men.  In  a  moment  one  can  see  acres  of 
I  ts  melt  away  like  April  snow.  Soon  all  of  the  tents  and  blankets 
arc  tied  up  in  little  bundles,  ready  at  the  proper  signal  to  be  sli  i  ! 
I  by  the  men.  The  field,  which  a  few  moments  ago  was  white 
with  canvass  houses,  is  now  covered  with  armed  men  standing  among 
the  sm  king  camp-fires.  After  a  time  the  proper  signal  is  given  by 
the  Bu-rleT,  FRED  BENDER,  of  the  27th,  and  every  man  takes  his  place 
in  the  ranks.  At  the  same  time  the  Orderly  calls  to  the  men  to  "Fail 
in!"  At  last  we  move  off.  We  get  out  to  the  road.  Some  Artillery 
or  Cavalry  is  ahead  of  US.  "Halt!"  is  blown  by  the  bugler.  Arms 
are   stacked.     We   lie   around  for  a  hour  or  more,  when  the  bugle 


18  BISTOR T  OF  COMPANY  R 

sounds  "  Attention!"  The  men  take  arms  and  move  off  again.  We 
go  perhaps  two  miles,  when  we  run  into  some  wagon-train,  blocking 
up  the  road  again.  We  stop  and  lounge  around  for  another  hour  or 
two,  and  then  move  on  again.  Soon  we  overtake  the  blockading 
train.  A  team  of  mules  is  stuck  in  the  mud.  Drivers  are  whipping 
and  cursing,  and  wagon  masters  and  guards  are  trying  to  pry  the 
wheels,  which  are  sunk  almost  out  of  sight  in  the  mud— but  it  is  no 
go  It  is  useless  to  wait  here,  so  we  take  to  the  fields  and  bushes  on 
either  side  of  the  train.  The  officers  cry — "(lose  up,  men!"  Then 
we  take  a  double-quick  for  about  two  miles,  to  catch  up  with  the  rest 
of  the  Corps.     And  so  it  goes  with  the  soldier. 

We  passed  oue  day  an  old  frame-house,  the  boards  of  which  had 
been  torn  off  and  burned,  and  the  frame  stripped  of  everything  ex- 
cept the  roof,  we  noticed  that  some  soldiers  had  placed  a  large  board 
over  where  the  door  had  been — "  Admittance  Nit!n  and  in  large  let- 
ters, written  with  chalk  where  the  hall  had  been — "Booms  to  Let!" 
At  another  time  we  were  passiug  a  large  deserted  plantation,  and  saw 
where  in  the  gateway  that  opened  into  the  yard  in  front  of  a  little  old 
negro  cabin  some  soldier  had  placed  the  bed  of  an  old  buggy,  and 
had  set  on  it  a  cook-stove,  in  which  a  fire  was  burning.  On  a  board 
stuck  up  over  the  gate  was  written  in  large  letters  with  chalk—"  Hot 
Coffee  Jure  at  all  hours/"  and  on  the  side  of  the  old  cabin  was  written 
in  like  manner — "Pigs'  Fret — Fresh  Oysters — Hot  Coffee — Warm  Meals 
at  all  hour*.'"  tfcc,  &c.  As  the  men  went  trudging  along  one  would  per- 
haps cry  out  "How  are  you,  Restaurant?*1  and  another — "Bull}-  for 
the  Restaurant!"  another — "  Cooking-stoves  are  played  out!"  as  he 
went  waddling  along,  almost  played  out  himself.  An  Orderly 
comes  along  on  horseback,  "  how  far  to  camp?"  "Two  miles  and  a 
half,"  he  cries  along  the  line  as  he  passes  by;  but  those  Virginia 
miles,  where  they  say  "  two  shoots  and  a  horn-blow,"  or  "  a  sight  and 
a  half,"  I  reckon  are  long  ones. 

After  numerous-  patience-trying  stops,  we  finally  reach  camp — upon 
a  steep  hillside,  while  there  is  plenty  of  level  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, rocky,  and  a  perfect  thicket.  Who  made  such  a  selection  of  a 
camp  as  this?  No  matter;  it  has  been  done  by  proper  authority,  and 
our  duty  is  to  submit.  We  march  by  faith,  we  tight  by  faith,  we 
crawl  up  on  the  hillside  and  in  among  these  rocks  and  bushes  by  faith. 
We  have  no  faith,  however,  to  believe  that  the  officer  who  selected 
such  a  spot  in  which  f<  r  .  <  to  camp,  camps  to  night  himself  in  such 
a  place!  There  are  more  curses  than  prayers  among  the  boys  in  the 
bushes,  just  now.     We  have  had  no  dinner  to-day,  and  we  have  had 
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*  forced  march  of  over  twenty  miles.  At  last  the  fires  arc  kindled, 
coffee  is  made,  with  a  little  salt-horse  and  crackers  we  make  our  sup- 
per.    Vft  spread  our  blankets  among  the  bushes,  lie  down,  and  are 

soon  oblivious  to  the  toils,  trials  and  dangers  of  this  "cruel  war." 
Morning  dawned,  clear  and  bright,  and  found  the  27th  011  the  banks 
of  the  Rappahannock  riv<  r,  ready  to  cross  in  pontoons.  As  the  Regi- 
ment  advanced,  it  was  met  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  After  an  ex- 
change of  tire  the  enemy's  pickets  fell  back,  and  the  Regiment 
crossed  the  river,  our  men  holding  their  own  ground  against  the  ene- 
my's shot  and  shell.  At  last  a  deep  ravine  was  reached,  where  we 
halted  and  exchanged  tire  with  the  enemy  for  some  time.  At  last 
the  tiring  ceased,  except  now  and  then  a  shot  from  the  sharp-shooters, 
who  were  busy  white  the  Regiment  expeetcd  orders  to  charge- — which 
or.lers  did  not  come.  In  that  ravine  under  a  hot  sun  we  lay  until 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  heard  the  men  cheer- 
ing. Upon  looking  up  we  could  «ce  the  gallant  <KJi  Corps  advancing 
toward  the  enemy's  heights  on  a  double-quick.  Then  the  music  be- 
gan. The  87th  was  held  back  to  support  the  pickets,  and  our  boys 
Rent  up  cheer  after  cheer  to  sec  the  enemy  retreat  from  his  strong- 
hokl.  Our  Regiment  fell  back  after  a  time,  and  also  the  pickets,  (our 
Regiment  was  the  picket's  support  in  case  of  an  attack,)  but  we  soon 
reached  the  city  and  gained  the  Heights;  and  as  darkness  fell  upon 
us  the  fighting  ceased  for  the  day.  At  dawn  next  morning  a  squad 
of  men  from  our  Company  was  detailed  as  vidcttes — G.  M.  Dkldkx 
(in  command,)  J.  C.  Bourse,  J.  Knoiu.ock,  Gibson  Dunn,  [>.  E. 
Burll,  Tom  Hilt.ivkd,  Frank  IIkcox,  Raymond  Lawrence  and 
RoiIT.  Di'kkkk.  Tin  y  advanced  to  a  house  beyond  the  picket-line, 
and  stationed  themselves  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements,  occasion- 
ally exchanging  a  shot  with  him.  The  boys  were  posted  behind  the 
fences  and  barn  near  the  house,  when  they  espied  come  cavalrymen 
coming  toward  them  from  the  enemy.  They  all  kept  their  places  un- 
til the  cavalrymen  rode  up  near  them,  and  then  at  a  given  signal 
jumped  up  with  muskets  to  their  shoulders  and  demanded  a  surren- 
der. The  Seeesbers  obeyed,  but  they  hated  to  surrender  to  private 
soldiers  One  was  a  Colonel  of  Cavalry,  one  a  Colonel  of  Infantry, 
and  one  an  Orderly.     They  were  sent  to  headquarters. 

After  about  two  hours  the  boys  said  "Look  out  for  a  fight!  They 
will  nvss  their  men,  m\d  will  send  out  reinforcements."  Sure  enough, 
at  about  4  P.  m.  the  enemy's  pickets  began  to  advance,  but  were  held 
at  bay  by  our  rilles.  A  telegraph  line  of  men  was  posted  from  us  to 
general  headquarters.     "Word  wa<*  sent  in  that  the  enemy  wasadvanc- 


*  1 


20  UI8T0R  Y  OF  (  OMP.  IAT  B. 

ing.  An  inquiry  came  hack,  what  Kegiment  the  videttes  belonged 
to.  k4TheS7lll  New  York,"  was  the  answer;  and  soon  the  response 
came — '"27th,  hold  your  places  as  long  as  possible!"  And  the  hoys 
r&niold  tlieir  places  until  the  enemy  cane  up  in  force;  thee  they 
loaded,  Hred  and  fell  hack.  Number  I  front  rank  tired  and  fell  hack 
twenty  paces,  while  number  2  rear  rank  did  the  same.  This  is  the 
way  we  held  the  enemy  back.  One  LSegimeut  (the  27th)  held  at  buy 
m  ue  than  two  Divisions  of  the  enemy's  Infantry.  But  it  was  dark, 
and  we  did  no:  know  how  many  we  had  to  contend  with  until  after- 
wards. The  Colon ei  of  the  l"»th  N.  V.  rode  toward  Col.  Adams  and 
spoke  to  him.  Col.  Adams  rode  along  the  line  and  says  "  Put  in  and 
walk.  men.  because  it  is  wry  mee»ary.n  I  think  that  was  about  as 
lively  a  walk  as  1  ever  saw.  The  boys  will  tell  you  that  Bull  Run 
was  nowhere  (for  the  length  of  time)  compared  to  Ibis.  We  fell  hack 
to  U.  8.  Ford  and  crossed  on  pontoons,  while  the  enemy  was  send- 
ing shot  and  shell  after  US;  but  come  to  tint!  out.  the  Corps  had  fall- 
en hack,  and  left  our  Regiment  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  though 
the  boys  did  not  know  at  the  time  anything  about  it.  There  were 
ah  ett  »$'!  killed,  wounded  an  1  nu*4ug  out  of  the  Brigade,  Gi-:o.  Wal- 
ratii  and  RORBRT  DlSBROW  were  taken  prisoners  from  our  Company. 
IIkxry  iinoWN  and.  Si:u-wr  L  loo  PER  were  WOUIlded.  HEXRT 
Brown  was  shot  in  the  leg,  breaking  it  instantly.  He  was  taken  to 
the  rear,  where  the  surgeons  attended  him. 

At  daylight  next  morning  we  crossed  the  river,  where  we  halt- 
ed, an  1  took  breakfast.  The  Company  l»eing  out  of  provisions,  some 
hard  lack  was  sent  to  us  from  tlic  tjiuirtcrmastur's.  One  bos  was  (if 
peculiar  shape  ami  labeled  ilitlVrent  from  the  rest  of  them.  It  was 
marked  "  i».  C.  fittJ."  Various  interpretations  were  given,  hut  all  were 
rejected  until  Private.  D  declared  it  was  all  plain  enough— couldn't  be 
misunderstood,  in  fact.  "  How  so?"  w;is  ilie  eager  inquiry  from  the 
I  ws  •'  Why.'"  -lid  he.  "it  U  •;  ..?//•  ir»hef<H>c  CItrixtJ"  im  B.  C.)  The 
bo;  -  thought  he  was  about  right.  They  were  the  hardest  tack  we 
hail  seen  duriug  the  >t  rvi<    . 

After  break  fust  the  Ucgintcnt  fell  in  line  and  to;>k  lip  its  line  of 
march  for  the  old  r..:n\>.  which  it  reached  at  ahont  dark.  The  next 
er«ming  an  order  was  n  td  oil'  on  dress  parade  by  the  Adjutant,  that 
the  Regiment's  time  was  nearly  out — two  yean — and  nsking  us  to  re- 
enlist;  but  no  •>  I  l««  ilo  ->».  The  boys  had  counted  the  niitn- 
i  •:■  of  days  they  hid  to  si  ly,  ami  some  of  them  the  h  mre.  At  length 
the  morning  came  on  whii  h  *'e  wei  to  lake  our  departure  from  Dix- 
ie.    Cheer  after  cheer  was  *«.:;i  up;  Uie  bauds  commenced  to  play; 
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and  the  boys,  bidding  the  three-year  troops  good-bye,  were  soon  on 
the  march  for  Falmouth,  when  they  took  the  cars  for  Washington. 
Reaching  Washington,  they  took  catffc-cara for Elmita.     1  guess  those 

cars  were  about  stripped  of  their  sides.  The  men  kicked  tli3m  to 
pieces  and  left  nothing  but  the  top.  At  every  station  along  the  route 
t!u>  men  would  Send  up  cheer  after  cheer.  The  people  brought  them 
refreshments  at  nearly  every  station,  and  nothing  was  thought  too 
good  for  the  boys.  At  last  we  reached  Elmira,  and  took  up  quarters 
in  our  old  barracks  after  two  long  years  of  absence;  and  here  we 
were  met  by  a  committee  sent  out  by  the  citizens  of  Lyons  to  wel- 
come us  home.  We  remained  in  Elmira  a  few  days,  when  the  Com- 
pany received  permission  to  return  home  to  Lyons  for  a  short  time, 
until  the  men  could  be  mustered  out  of  the  service  and  paid  off. 

The  --37th  came  home  in  May,  1803,  witli  about  (500  men;  leaving  the 
State  two  years  before  with  something  over  1100  strong.  It  was  re- 
ceived and  welcomed  by  Gen.  BARTLETT  at  Elmira,  in  a  speech  made 
in  front  of  the  Brainard  House.  The  General  said  he  was  glad  to  sec 
tin.*  fullness  of  the  ranks,  after  the  dangers  the  Regiment  had  passed 
through.  As  a  Colonel,  he  said  he  loved  the  old  Regiment,  and  had 
relied  upon  it  on  many  occasions.  No  Kcgiuient  in  the  service  had 
won  a  more  desirable  fame.  The  Gen.  withdrew,  followed  by  three 
rousing  cheers  from  the  Regiment;  after  which  the  men  were  dis- 
missed. 

Company  B  left  Elmira  at  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  May 
20.  I8£j,  for  Lyons.  Arriving  at  Geneva,  the  boys  were  met  by  num- 
bers of  eitrzens  from  Lynns,  with  carriages  to  take  us  to  our  long- 
loved  home.  We  reached  Lyons  shortly  after  10  o'clock,  and  dis- 
mounts] from  the  Wagons  near  the  railroad  track,  where  we  were 
met  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Military  Organizations,  Fire  Compa- 
nies and  Bands  of  Music.  Then  we  formed  in  line  and  marched  into 
il  e  village.  All  along  the  lire.'  our  townsfolk,  and  especially  the  la- 
dies,  exerted  'hem-elves  to  the  utmost  to  -how  their  appreciation  of 
'lie  services  of  the  gallant  Company  whose  patriotism,  coolness  and 
courage  had  been  demonstrated  on  many  a  well  fought  field.  No 
words  can  convey  -an  adequate  impression  of  the  tumult  of  joy  that 
s-Avpt  through  the  bosoms  of  both  the  welcomers  and  the  welcoiu  d. 
All  along  the  route  every  available  space  in  the  street,  the  doors,  the 
windows  and  the  yards,  wane  crowded  with  people,  endeavoring  to 
express  in  every  conceivable  manner  their  joy  at  the  return  of  the 
Company.  Our  old  battle-flag  was  borne  proudly  along,  and  thou- 
ofeyes  were  dimmed  with  gratitude  and  pride  as  they  gazed 
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upon  its  tattered,  bullet  torn  folds.  Col.  Adams  rode  the  horse  that 
hnd  carried  him  safe  throngh  all  the  battles  since  his  promotion  to 
the  command  of  the  'JTth.  The  most  affecting  scene  of  all  was  that 
when  the  Company  arrived  nearly  opposite  Mrs.  McEi. wain's  resi- 
dence, where  the  orders  was  given  to  reverse  arms,  and  we  marched 
in  Company  front  past  the  house  of  one  of  our  brave  boys  who  lies 
beneath  the  southern  sod.  More  than  one  of  the  boys  endeavored  in 
vain  to  repress  the  tears  which  would  come  into  his  eyes,  as  he 
thought  of  the  brave  boy  who  tills  the  soldier's  grave  in  Virginia. 

The  Company  arrived  upon  the  Fair  Ground.  Here  we  exchanged 
greetings  with  hosts  of  friends  who  came  Hocking  around  us;  then 
we  were  marched  into  Flural  Hall,  where  a  sumptuous  dinner  await- 
ed us,  gotten  up  and  served  by  the  ladies  of  Lyons  and  the  friends  of 
the  Company.  After  dinner  came  a  speech  of  welcome,  from  Kev. 
Mr.  Montgomery— one  of  the  best  I  ever  heard;  appropriate,  con- 
cise, eloquent,  and  not  too  long.  Referring  to  the  brave  fellows  who 
are  sleeping  the  sleep  of  death  under  Virginia  sod,  he  hrought  tears 
to  every  eye  by  his  tender,  sympathetic  remarks.  Said  he:  "We 
cannot  soon  forget  the  names  of  Allee,  of  Dunn,  of  Gaul,  of 
Holmes,  of  McElwain,  of  Metzker,  of  Si.aw,  of  Mills,  of  Kees- 
ler,  of  Money,  of  Andrews,  of  Bkink,  of  IIennigan,  and  of  Strick- 
land;" and  further  on—"  ofliccrs  and  soldiers,  it  is  because  you  have 
had  a  share  in  the  great  work  of  saving  the  Union  that  we  welcome 
you  to-day.  It  is  because  you  have  been  fighting  to  defend  us  in  our 
property  and  homes,  that  we  thus  tender  you  a  most  grateful  wel- 
come. Happy  families  are  waiting  to  receive  you.  Happy  hearts  are 
waiting  to  embrace  you.  Prize  them  as  among  earth's  best  treasures; 
and  amid  the  duties  and  pleasures  of  those  happy  homes,  see  to  it 
that  you  show  yourselves  christian  men  and  christian  patriots.11  Af- 
ter the  address,  came  singing — a  song  composed  for  the  occasion  by 
Mrs.  Anna  K.  IIai.lu  vv,  of  Lyons,  and  dedicated  to  the  27th. 

The  27th  Regiment,  in  which  Company  15  had  an  honorable  place, 
was  in  most  of  the  important  battles  fought  on  the  soil  of  Virginia, 
and  acquitted  itself  (us  all  know)  with  credit  to  the  members  thereof 
and  to  the  respective  towns,  represented  therein.  The  >amc  may  be 
said  with  equal  truth  of  the  other  Companies  in  our  Regiment.  A 
nobler  body  of  men  aevcr  left  the  State;  and  no  other  Regiment  en- 
dured more  hardships.  .Many  win:  left  Klruira  with  the  I!»'piment 
have  found  a  soldier's  grave,  and  many  are  home  maimed  for  life. 
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